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A revitalized garden was precisely what

this Summit Avenue mansion required.

“There was music from my neighbor’s house
through the summer nights. In his blue gardens, men
and girls came and went like moths ameng the whis-
perings and the champagne and the stars.”

— From “The Great Gatshy” by F, Scotr Fitzgerald

PHOTOS BY TROY THEIS

WHEN F. SCOTT FITZGERALD WROTE ABOUT THE GREAT
Gatsby's blue gardens — with its whisperings and
champagne and stars — it’s easy to imagine him
thinking of the grounds at 807 Summit Ave,

The pgreat American writer socialized at this
address, known as the Samuel and Madeline Ditten-
hofer House, A lifetime later, Joseph Tashjian and Kay -
Savik have restored the gardens behind the approxi-
mately 9,000-square-foot manse, and the estate now
looks much as architect Clarence H. Johnston intend-
ed when he designed it more than 100 years ago.

“The house was designed with the back vyard in
mind,” says Tashjian.

Specifically, the Jacobian mansion was meant fo
work in concert with a reflecting pool, as old photos
from the 1906 home show

“The pool was an integral part of the house; the two
went together” Tashjian says. "So, bringing the pool
back to its original form was important.”

That took detective work.

“The reflecting pool had been covered up,” says Tim
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