
MINNESOTA GARDEN DESIGN

HOW TO PLANT FLOWER
BULBS IN MINNESOTA
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Fall-planted flower bulbs are among the first signs of spring. Some will even bloom when

there is still a crust of snow on the ground. Once planted, most bulbs will require little

maintenance and should reward you with a show of color every spring.

To enjoy these flowers in the spring you must plan ahead. In the Twin Cities, where average date for

the ground to freeze is December 8th (according to MN DNR

(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/climate/summaries_and_publications/soilfreeze.html)), aim to get your

bulbs in the ground between mid-September and mid-October.
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The ideal conditions for planting fall bulbs in Minnesota gardens is when evening temperatures are

between 40º - 50º. It’s best to get your bulbs in the ground 6-8 weeks before the ground freezes,

giving them plenty of time for them to develop a strong root system.

However, if it’s Halloween or Thanksgiving and you still have a bag of bulbs in your garden shed, plant

them anyway. Unlike seeds, bulbs won’t keep indefinitely. It’s better to take your chances than lose

them forever.

DESIGN YOUR GARDEN
WHICH BULBS GO WHERE?

As the Dutch say, “bulbs don’t like wet feet.” Avoid areas where water collects, like at the bottom

of a hill or the end of a downspout.

Most bulbs like 6-8 hours of sun. In the spring, even areas that are shady in the summer tend to get

a lot of light before the trees fill in. Plant early bloomers in these areas for a welcome pop of color.
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Select and buy your bulbs. Pick bulbs that are large and firm with papery skins. Many enthusiasts

order specific varietals from online catalogs. If you are a first-timer, most garden centers will have a

variety of bulbs to choose from.

Tulips (Tulipa), Daffodils (Narcissus), Grape Hyacinth (Muscari), irises, Crocuses (Crocus), Snowdrop

(Galanthus nivalis), Glory of the Snow (Chionodoxa forbesii), Wind Flower (Anemone blanda), Winter

Aconite (Eranthis hyemalis), and Guinea Hen Flower (Fritillaria meleagris) all make great additions to

Minnesota garden designs.

It’ll be hard to decide which ones to buy when they are all right there in front of you. It’s best to go

with a list.

Bunch plants together to intentionally to create solid masses of colors.

In the fall, all bulbs look the same. Here's what you'll see in the spring.
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IN THE GARDEN
A FUN ACTIVITY ON A WARM FALL DAY

Prepare the soil so that it is loose and workable. If needed, amend the soil with some compost or

peat moss. Remove any weeds or rocks.

Read the label on your bulbs for recommended planting depth. In general, plant large bulbs

about 8” deep and small ones about 5” deep. Set the bulb in the hole pointy side up or root side

down. This is easier with some bulbs than others. But not to worry… In most cases, if you don’t get it

right – the flower will still find its way up.

Backfill the hole and lightly compress the soil. Water thoroughly after planting, but there is no

need to water continuously in Minnesota's climate.

Cover with mulch. 3-4 inches of dry leaves, grass clippings, hay, or straw will do it. Mulch will insulate

the ground and keep conditions constant below the surface.(/) Contact (contact/) Call (tel:651-203-

3000)
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NEXT YEAR...
ENJOY YOUR GARDEN

In the spring, rake back the mulch in order to expose the new shoots. Keep a little handy in case you

need it to protect your plant babies from a surprise frost.

After blooming, cut back the flower stalks, but leave the leaves in order to allow the bulb to store

enough energy for the next growing season.
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I'm not a robot

reCAPTCHA is changing its terms of service.
Privacy  - TermsTake action.
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PLANT TULIPS IN YOUR LAWN

Last fall, we tried something a little different at Southview. Instead of planting our tulips in the

garden, we planted them right in the lawn!
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To try this at home, poke a hole in your lawn at the right depth and carefully plant the bulb right

side up. Sunny spots only! Pick a spot you won't need to mow for a bit. Works best with crocus

and tulips.

MORE INFORMATION:

Digging in: Not-so-minor spring bulbs to try (http://www.startribune.com/not-so-minor-spring-bulbs-

to-try/120718114/). Shirley Mah Kooyman, Star Tribune.

Tips for Planting Spring Bulbs (http://statebystategardening.com/state.php/mn/newsletter-

stories/tips_for_planting_spring_bulbs/). Neil Moran, Minnesota Gardener Magazine.

Plant hardy bulbs for spring beauty

(http://www3.extension.umn.edu/county/clay/garden/article/plant-hardy-bulbs-spring-beauty-0).

University of Minnesota Extension Office.

How to Plant Fall Flower Bulbs (https://www.americanmeadows.com/how-to-plant-flower-bulbs).

American Meadows.
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(minneapolis-landscape-maintenance/get-help-with-fall-maintenance-and-landscape-care)

Prepare your outdoor living space for winter with fall maintenance services.

FALL MAINTENANCE SERVICES

Comprehensive seasonal landscape care

Refresh summer plantings with fall color displays

Protect beds with mulch and leaf clean-up

Adjust irrigation and drainage for cooler weather

Guard against weeds, pests, and disease before winter

Prepare your lawn and gardens for a healthy spring return

Call (651) 203-3000 (tel:6512033000) to Schedule Fall Services Now!

(tel:6512033000)
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Physical Address

2383 Pilot Knob Rd.

St. Paul, MN 55120



Phone Number
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 (https://www.marianipremiergroup.com/)

© 2026 Mariani Enterprises, LLC

All Rights Reserved.

Privacy Policy (https://www.marianipremiergroup.com/privacy-policy/) Terms & Conditions

(https://www.marianipremiergroup.com/terms/)

651-203-3000 (tel:651-203-3000)

Business Hours

Weekdays 8 AM to 5 PM

Closed Sat and Sun



Connect With us    

RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPING SERVICES (LANDSCAPING/)

Patios (landscaping/patios) Fire Features (landscaping/fire-features) Front Entry Design (landscaping/front-entry-design)

Garden Design (landscaping/garden-design) Outdoor Kitchens (landscaping/outdoor-kitchens)

Swimming Pools and Spas (landscaping/swimming-pools-and-spas) Outdoor Lighting (landscaping/outdoor-lighting)

Outdoor Sports and Games (landscaping/sports) Outdoor Rooms (landscaping/outdoor-rooms)

Water Features (landscaping/water-features) Furniture (landscaping/outdoor-furniture/)

Retaining Walls (landscaping/retaining-walls/) Landscape Structures (landscaping/structures)

Riprap Installation (landscaping/riprap-installation/) Paver Driveways (landscaping/paver-driveways)

Steps (landscaping/steps-and-stairs) Walkways (landscaping/walkways) Drainage (landscaping/landscape-drainage)

Sustainable Landscaping (landscaping/sustainable-landscaping) Shoreline Restoration (landscaping/shoreline-restoration-rip-rap)

RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPING PROJECT COLLECTIONS (LANDSCAPE-DESIGNS/)

Lakeshore Landscape Experts (landscape-designs/lakeshore/) Swimming Pools (landscape-designs/swimming-pools/)

Small Yards (landscape-designs/small-yards) Luxury (landscape-designs/luxury/)

New and Notable (landscape-designs/backyard-resorts/) Peaceful and Private (landscape-designs/peaceful-and-private/)

Modern Look (landscape-designs/modern-minneapolis/) New Home Landscaping (landscape-designs/new-home-landscaping/)

Rustic Landscaping (landscape-designs/northwoods/) Inspiring Garden Designs (landscape-designs/inspiring-gardens/)

Front Yards (landscape-designs/frontyard/) Hillside Landscaping (landscape-designs/slopes-and-hills/)

Modern Comfort, Natural Charm in Chanhassen (landscape-designs/modern-comfort-natural-charm-chanhassen)

COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN & MAINTENANCE SERVICES
(HTTPS://COMMERCIAL.SOUTHVIEWDESIGN.COM/SERVICES/)

Maintenance and Management (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/services/maintenance-and-management)

Design and Construction (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/services/design-and-construction)
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Himmelberger Design a Minneapolis Based MODX Web Design Company (http://himmdesign.com)

Water Management/Conservation (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/services/water-management-conservation)

Snow and Ice Management (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/services/snow-and-ice-management)

COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPE PROJECTS (HTTPS://COMMERCIAL.SOUTHVIEWDESIGN.COM/OUR-
WORK/)

HOA Landscape Management (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/hoa-landscape-maintenance)

Lights, Camera, Action! (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/kare-11-backyard-statement-landscape)

Bearpath Community (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/bearpath-community)

Year-Round HOA Landscaping Excellence (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/year-round-hoa-landscaping-

excellence)

Mixed-Use Courtyard (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/condominium-courtyard-commercial-landscape-design)

DR Horton (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/residential-development-landscape-design)

The Commons Hotel (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/commons-hotel-landscape-design)

Northern Tool (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/northern-tool-corporate-campus-landscape-design)

Towne Place Marriott (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/bloomington-hospitality-landscape-design)

Trout Run (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/drainage-pond-design-and-installation)

Shopping Center (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/commercial-shopping-center-landscape-management)

Excelsior Crossings (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/excelsior-crossings)

Marcy Park Apartments (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/minneapolis-apartment-building-landscaping)

Oakbrooke Townhomes (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/townhouse-development-retention-pool-repaired)

Utepils Beer Garden (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/utepils-beer-garden)

Corporate Campus (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/commercial-corporate-campus)

Midway Ford (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/industrial-landscape-curb-appeal-upgrade)

Engineering Excellence (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/commercial-property-landscaping-shakopee-mn)

27-Acre Office Park Oasis (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/commercial-office-park-landscaping)

Branch by Branch (https://commercial.southviewdesign.com/our-work/multi-location-office-property-landscaping)
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